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Introduction
• Conference dedicated to

sustainability
• Constructive Peace and

Deconstructive Conflict
• Necessity of building a

sustainable peace
• How resolve conflict?
• Importance of distance
• Early twentieth-century

Korea is faraway and
relevant



Harbin, Manchuria, 1909



Who was Itō Hirobumi?
• Proponent of

modernization
• Framer of the Japanese

Constitution
• Prime Minister
• Sino-Japanese and Russo-

Japanese Wars (1894-
1895 and 1904-1905)

• First Resident-General of
Korea

• 1905 and 1907 Treaties



What did he see himself doing in
Korea?

• Japan’s Security
– Nationalism
– Social Darwinism
– Korea’s “weakness”

• Japanese Business
• Civilizing Mission
• Tensions

– Civilization or Nationalism?
– Japanese or Korean

interests first?
– Many Koreans resist and

Japanese have a hard time
understanding why



Japanese Reactions
• “[The] greatest of our statesmen and the best friend of Korea and

her people died a martyr to the cause of humanity and civilization
in a foreign land.”

• Itō was “the veritable edifice of peace in these parts of the world
and his removal at the very time when the situation in the Far East
needs so much his great wisdom and ripe experience to maintain
peace and order, cannot but shake the very foundations of the
world’s peace and disastrously affect the welfare and interest of all
nations both politically and economically.”

• Itō loved Korea “with the love of a father” and had also “befriended
the Koreans to such an extent that he was very frequently
denounced by his own countrymen as having the welfare of the
Koreans more at heart than that of the Japanese.”

• Seoul Press, October 28, 1909.
• Echoed in privately-owned Japanese newspapers



Korean Government Reactions
• Upon “receipt of the sad news concerning Prince Ito at

Harbin H.M. the Korean Emperor burst into tears of deep
grief and took but little food on the day the accident took
place.” Seoul Press, October 29, 1909.

• Court sent delegates to Itō’s funeral in Japan and held its
own services for him in Korea.

• Schools were closed for three days and no public musical
performances were allowed as a sign of respect

• Korean court’s gift of 100,000 yen to Itō’s widow
• Korean Emperor’s rescript praised Itō for the services he

had offered to Korea and his work for peace while
criticizing assassin as “mad and misled”

• Subscriptions for a statue



Censorship on the peninsula and
overseas Korean newspapers

• “the better class of the Koreans in this
community, while they can not mourn over the
death of Ito, do not believe in acts of individual
violence....[Such violence would not] alleviate
their burdens…”

• While authors were willing to “sacrifice our
lives…for the independence of the country….[We
do not]…advocate assassination.”

• Korean version said assassination was legitimate
• Honolulu Hawaiian Gazette, November 2, 1909



Western Reactions

• New York Times, October 26, 1909: “the great
expansion and progress [of Japan] shown in every line
of activity during the last two decades has been
accomplished largely through his (Itō’s) efforts.”

• “The achievement above all others with which Prince
Ito’s name has been associated in the minds of
Occidentals was the framing of the imperial
constitution by virtue of which Japan took her place for
the first time in the rank of modern civilized states.”

• American government reactions



Western Reactions
• Globe (Toronto), October 28, 1909: “Japan had to bring about a better

state of government [in Korea] in the interest of the peace of the world,
and that as soon as that was accomplished Japan was ready to withdraw
any protectorate or interference with the government of the country.”

• “utmost clemency being shown to the insurgents, and his policy was that
only those caught engaged in actual murder should be punished with the
extreme penalty of the law, and that their associates should only be
subjected to moderate terms of imprisonment.  Many Koreans owe their
lives to Ito’s personal intervention.”

• Itō desired most to die “shedding his blood in the cause of peace” and was
“always willing to lay down his life for the sake of the progress and
prosperity of Koreans,” compared favorably to the Koreans, who, by killing
him, had killed their “best friend.”

• “best friend” of Koreans



Who was the assassin?

• “The assassin, while claiming to have been
inspired by a patriotic motive and to believe
that Japan’s wrongs to Koreans justified his
act, admitted, under examination, that he had
a personal grudge against the Japanese
statesman, who, while Resident-General in
Korea, caused the execution of several of the
murderer’s friends.”

• Globe (Toronto), October 27, 1909



Who was the assassin?
• It is well known that Korea, under its former

Government, was infested by corruption, favoritism,
and oppression of the mass to an extent difficult for
Occidental minds to grasp.  Much of the opposition to
Japan was undoubtedly due to the stern suppression of
abuses by which the favored class grew rich and the
people were exploited.  That the method and the
manner of the Japanese were severe and even cruel is
generally reported, though not undisputed.  It may
very well be that the assassin of Prince Ito belonged to
the privileged class.

• New York Times, October 27, 1909



The Challenge to Japan
• Embarrassing to Japanese

claims of Korean support
• Why was Itō in

Manchuria?
• Russo-Japanese War and

the promise of an “Open
Door”

• American Frustration
• International Incident and

a Fair Trial
• Would An be able to

criticize publicly?



Thomas An Chunggŭn on Trial
• Challenge and Promise
• Extraterritoriality in Korea
• Put on a seemingly fair

trial
• Provides Japanese

Defense Lawyers
• Limited translation
• Limited time to speak
• Pre-determined verdict
• Works:  Japan praised



Reform and Legitimacy:
An’s Accomplices

• “rather joyously, if it ever could be so, serving their
sentences.”

• Cho and Wu were “sewing European clothes” and Yu was
“making paper cigarette cases” and that “they are fairly
industrious and are reported to have declared that on their
return to the world they will strive to make a livelihood of
the occupations they have adopted in prison.”

• Yu: “I mean to work hard…[and] behave myself like a good
boy, just to please the Warden.  He is so good to me that I
have come to look up to him as a great friend of mine.”

• Want to learn conversational Japanese
• Seoul Press, March 4 and 12, 1910





An andFather Wilhelm



Father Wilhelm’s Speech
• The assassination of Prince Ito was a most dastardly

crime committed without the slightest provocation or
justification.  The Japanese Government which you
have thereby deprived of its greatest and best servant
has given you every chance for a fair trial, has treated
you with exceptional consideration and has now
permitted you to take the Lord’s Supper at my hand.  I
believe that the Japanese Government has done by
you more generously than you really deserve.  Now, I
charge you in the name of the On High to tell me how
you take it yourself.

• Seoul Press, March 18, 1910



An’s (fabricated) Reaction
• I have now brought myself to agree with you in

your condemnation of me and also in the
appreciation for the special favours done me by
the Japanese Government which I have wronged
so irrecoverably.  What I have done I repent
thereof but is beyond recall.  The only thing left
for me to do is to pay with my own life the wages
of my crime.  The Lord will hearken to my humble
prayer to forgive and save my soul.  This is my
faith, and to this faith I will hold on as the last and
only hope for my salvation.



Lüshun, 1910



The Real An
• Who he was

– Country gentry
– Convert to Catholicism
– Friendly to modernization
– Nationalist
– University Proposal
– Pan-Asianist
– Not anti-Japanese

• What he was trying to do
– Show that Itō had lied
– Emperor would change

policy



An’s 15 Reasons for killing Itō
1) The crime of killing Empress Min
2) The crime of forcing the Emperor of Korea to abdicate
3) The crime of forcing the conclusion of the five- and seven-article treaties
4) The crime of slaughtering innocent Koreans
5) The crime of forcibly seizing political power
6) The crime of seizing railroads, mines, and land
7) The crime of forcing the use of the paper money issued by the First Bank
8) The crime of disbanding the Korean army
9) The crime of obstructing education
10) The crime of preventing Koreans from being educated overseas
11) The crime of confiscating and burning textbooks
12) The crime of deceiving the world by saying that Korea wanted to be protected by Japan
13) The crime of tricking the emperor [of Japan] into thinking that things in Korea are peaceful and

without incident when in fact between Korea and Japan there is no end of war and slaughter
14) The crime of destroying peace in the East
15) The crime of killing His Highness the Japanese Emperor’s father, the former emperor An blamed

Itō for



Sincerity

• From ancient times, there have been many
loyal and righteous patriots who sacrificed
themselves in order to remonstrate and the
future has always proved them right.



An’s Misunderstanding
• Lack of information

– Did not know any Western
languages or Japanese

– Emperor and Itō’s
relationship

– Popular support for
imperialism in Japan

• Violence looked more
effective than it really was

• Means poisoned the
message

• Reaction to feeling that
was silenced



Japan’s failure to listen

• An used only means he believed was available
• Possibility of dissent had been crushed
• Allow to develop narrative that presented self as

innocent victim only trying to do good and
Koreans as violent barbarians needing civilization

• Trapped in this narrative
• Does not listen:  annexes Korea in 1910
• Fighting goes on until 1914 (kills more than

14,000 Korean combatants)



Results of this Failure
• Failure to take national

aspirations of other
Asians seriously

• Makes empire seem like
an effective way of
obtaining goals

• To defend Japan must
take Korea

• To defend Korea must
take Manchuria

• To defend Manchuria
must take China



Attacks on ABCD Powers



Firebombing and Atomic Bombs



Occupation of Japan:
the failure of empire to bring security



Western Contributions:
Leading the Way in Empire



What Does this Mean for Us?
• Develop narratives to justify our own actions
• Narratives make it difficult to listen to those who

disagree
• Violence in opposition to a narrative can make it even

more difficult to penetrate
• Narratives can make violence appear to be a more

effective means than it really is
• Leads to unexpected consequences
• Overcoming:  true dialogue
• Are we willing to pay costs of peace by challenging our

narratives?


